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Dear colleagues,

The year 2020 went away and makes room for 2021.

2020 was a difficult year mainly due to the impact of the pandemic.

The pandemic is still a major health problem with significant impact on our social functioning, our productivity and our mental health.

Some of us were severely affected by the virus. Others were at the first line to treat a great number of patients in great difficulty where others 
suffered to be confined, to see their wages reduced dramatically because of the absence of the consultations or surgeries.

The year 2021 appears as a promising new year.  

We have a lot of expectations concerning the results of the vaccine.  We hope that a great part of the population will accept to be vaccinated in 
order to obtain a global immunization of the population.  However, vaccination is not the end of our problems. 

We will continue to wear the masks, to respect the social distancing, to wash our hands regularly and we are still likely to transmit the virus if 
we are infected.

But the life will change and could be different with a slow return to a normal one.

So, we can have positive thinking.  This COVID-19 period has not only devastating effects. It can give us the opportunity to have more free time, 
to do more at home, to do more sport outside, to read to study… We must promote spontaneity, exchanges, favouriting the protection of the 
nature, free time, and relationship.

We must remain optimistic and creative to find new ways of life, to change our behaviours and to discover the value of the proximity, sponta-
neity, friendship, and empathy to the others.

With this editorial Olivier and I want to give you positive energy to realize a lot of your projects for this upcoming new year.

Alone we are alone and isolated. Together we will be stronger to build a more human society.

Philippe Eloy, MD, PhD
CHU UCL Namur
Editor-in-Chief B-ENT
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